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BOARD OF REGENTS 

Tom Platero, Chairperson 

Delores Greyeyes, Ph.D., Vice Chairperson 

Carolyn Morris, Ph. D., Secretary/Treasurer  

Gloria Grant, Member 

Roselyn John, Member 

Jasmine Charley, Member 

 

STUDENT SENATE 

Jasmine Charley, President  

Malorie McKerry, Vice President  

Tionna Tapaha, Treasurer 

Layla James, Master-of-Arms 

Oscar K. White III, Commuter Rep. 

Chelsie Whitewater, Family Housing Rep. 

Essie Yazzie-Ealy, Efficiency Apt. One Rep. 

Jalen Ashley, Efficiency Apt. Two Rep 

Debra Washburn, Teec Nos Pos/Kirtland Rep. 

Tina Bowannie, Zuni Instructional Site Rep. 
 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Elmer J. Guy, Ph.D., President 

Colleen W. Bowman, Ed.D., Provost 

Jason Arviso, M.S., Vice President of Operations 

Cheryl Thompson, M.S., Finance Director 

Wanda Cooke, M.A., Director of Human Resources 

Wafa Hozien, Ph.D., Dean of Graduate Studies  

Casmir Agbaraji, Ph.D., Dean of Undergraduate Studies  

Jerlynn Henry, M.Ed, Dean of Student Services 

Coleen Arviso, Ph.D., Director of E-Learning  

Delores Becenti, Ed.D., Director of Enrollment 

Sharon Nelson, B.A. Faculty Congress President 

Arlena Benallie, M.M., Chinle Instructional Site Director 

Stephanie Arthur, B.S., Kirtland Instructional Site Coordinator 

Frank Todacheeny, Ph.D., Teec Nos Pos Instructional Site Coordinator 

Hayes A. Lewis, M.Ed., Zuni Instructional Site Director 
  



 

 

 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Dr. Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren 

Navajo Nation First Lady 

 
 

 
 
 

First Lady of the Navajo Nation Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren is of the 
Hashtł’ishnii (Mud People Clan), born for the Áshįįhí (Salt People Clan), her 
maternal grandfather is of the Nóóda’í Dine’é Táchii’nii (Ute Red Running 
Water Clan) and her paternal grandfather is of the Bit’ahnii (Within His 
Cover Clan.) She is the wife of Navajo Nation President Buu Van Nygren and 
a mother.  
 
First Lady Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren earned her undergraduate degree 
from Stanford University and graduated with a Juris Doctorate Degree from 
the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. She 
also worked for the Navajo Nation Office of Legislative Counsel and the 
Navajo Nation Supreme Court.  
 
In 2021, Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren was the youngest member of the 
House of Representatives at the Arizona State Legislature. Following her 
term in the State Legislature, Jasmine became the First Lady of the Navajo 
Nation in January 2023.  
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Processional 

 
National Anthem and Invocation 

Adinidiin Jones 
Miss Navajo Technical University 

 

Welcome and Recognition of Dignitaries 
Dr. Colleen Bowman 
University Provost 

 

Commencement Address 
Dr. Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren 

First Lady Navajo Nation 
 

Presentation of Certificate and Degrees 
Master Degree Hooding Ceremony 

 

Poem Recitation 
Shannon Pino 

MIS, Master of Science Degree Student 
 

Conferral of Certificates and Degrees 
NTU Board Regent 

 

Congratulatory Remarks 
Jasmine Charley 

Student Senate President 
NTU Board Regent 

 

Benediction 
Wilbur Tso 

Human Resources Training Coordinator 
 

Recessional 
  



 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE  

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION DIPLOMAS 
 
 

General Education Diploma 

Brandon Johnson, Thoreau NM Chylynn Yazzie, Mariano Lake NM 
 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE  

TECHNICAL & VOCATIONAL CERTIFICATES 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SPECIALIST 

Marilane M. Descheny, Rock Point AZ 
Tracina Leah Enrico, Crownpoint NM 

Sheena R. Frank, Newcomb NM 
Talaya Aniah Jake, Crownpoint NM 

 
BOOKKEEPING 

*Lorenzo Dineyazhe, Chinle AZ 
 

COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE/HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

1Leonard C. Begay, Chilchinbeto AZ 
1Philip Dempsey, Ganado AZ 
1Orin Paul Dokey, Woodsprings AZ 
1Cassandra John, Fort Defiance AZ 
1Tyrell Slim, Oak Springs AZ 

1Raquel Stevens, Tsaile AZ 
1Sharmayne Thomas, Rough Rock AZ 
1Jaron Cade Tracey, Nazlini AZ 
1Shawn C. Yazzie, Chinle AZ*

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 

Kynesha Joe Ben, Thoreau NM 
1Sheridan Lynn Chee, Navajo NM 
1Schoelen L. Dayish, Many Farms AZ 
1Felicia Etta Gene, Many Farms AZ 
Tonya Greyeyes, Rough Rock AZ 

1Felicia Hosteen, Vanderwagon NM 
Dakota Kupsick, Klagetoh, AZ 
1Luanne Little, Chinle AZ 
Kessler T. Sandoval, Torreon NM 
1Dionne L. Williams, Whippoorwill AZ

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 
1Leandrick Dodge, Chinle AZ 
1Antonio Chavez Littleman, Pinon AZ 

Art Nez Jr., Thoreau NM 
1Spencer O. White, Chinle AZ 

 
COUNSELING 

Leslie Chavez, Thoreau NM Bryana A. Henio, Littlewater NM

CULINARY ARTS 

Eutisha L. Chee, Gallup NM 
Etta Patterson, Gallup NM 

Trudy Yazzie, Rough Rock AZ 

ELECTRICAL TRADES 

1Donovan M. Bahe, Low Mountain AZ 
Keshawn Kay, Kayenta AZ 

Harrison Joseph Largo Jr., Sanders AZ 
Trent T. Mann, Flatrock AZ 



 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT 

1Mikayla Lynn Claw, Jeddito AZ 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

1Steven Halwood, Chinle AZ 1Dylan W. Lindholm, Saltwater Springs AZ

LEGAL ASSISTANT 

1Cyera Alexus Archuleta, Round Rock AZ 1Raechell S. Yazzie, Chinle AZ 
 

MATHEMATICS 

Oscar Kyle White III, Crownpoint NM 
 

PROFESSIONAL BAKING 

Eutisha Chee, Gallup NM McKayla Jodie, Crownpoint NM 
 

WELDING 

2Drusilla Hobbs, Kayenta AZ 
Fiona Martinez, Smith Lake NM 

Daniel Patrick Sandoval, Tsaile AZ 
1Lenora Michelle Wilson, Del Muerto AZ

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 CANDIDATES FOR THE ASSOCIATE DEGREES 

 

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE 
 

 

ACCOUNTING 

Leah Brown, Crownpoint NM 4Arnetta Lynn Shorty, Window Rock AZ

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE SPECIALIST 

Anita Martinez, Crownpoint NM 3Vera Yazzie, Chinle AZ

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 

Ty Blackwater, Salina Springs AZ Wesley Dawes, Smith Lake NM

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 

Colby Kyle Abeita, Thoreau NM
 

CULINARY ARTS 
Cybill Coan, Houck AZ 
Michelle Martin, Crownpoint NM 

Christian Tate Tunney, Inscription House AZ

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

Rhyan M. Begay, Tsaile AZ Lamont L. Brown, Chinle AZ

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Darlene Wilson, Crownpoint NM 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TECHNICIAN 

1Raelynn Rael James, Many Farms AZ
 

LAW ADVOCATE 

Elisa Shirley, Mexican Springs NM 
Edward Lee Warren, Klukwahn AK 
Jaime L. Watchman-Johnson, Crownpoint NM 
Derrith R. Watchman-Moore, Navajo NM 

Shandiin Hiosik Yazzie, Saint Michaels AZ 
Travis Yazzie, Shiprock NM 
3Vera Yazzie, Chinle AZ

PROFESSIONAL BAKING 

Daniel A. Boyd, Gallup NM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE 
 

COUNSELING: Crisis Management & Suicide Prevention 

1Cherilyn Sells, Cottonwood AZ Debra Washburn, Beclabito NM
 

COUNSELING: Substance Use Disorder 

1Cherilyn Sells, Cottonwood AZ Debra Washburn, Beclabito NM

GENERAL STUDIES 

1Malcolm M. Bedonie, Chinle AZ 
Brenton Johnny Biakaiddy, Littlewater NM 

1Chíkeí Tó ahaní Nízoní, Chinle AZ

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Michelle Salabiye, Nazlini AZ 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION 

1Lorlene Mae Smith, Chinle AZ 1Shania Tsosie, Nazlini AZ 

 
MATHEMATICS 

Miranda Etcitty, Crownpoint NM 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1    Chinle Instructional Site 
2   Kirtland Instructional Site 
3   Teec Nos Pos Instructional Site 
4    Online 

 
Blue Cord – Presidential Honor 
Gold Cord – Dean’s Honor  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR DEGREES 
 
 

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Logan T. Boyd-Jensen, Crystal NM 
Miranda Jaime Etcitty, Crownpoint NM 
Joshua Mcthias, Torreon NM 
Lynette Nez, Crownpoint NM 

Felicie R. Trebian, Crownpoint NM 
Wynona Wilson, Phoenix AZ 
Beneveno Brian Yazzie, Holbrook AZ 
Sky Autumn Yazzie, Hunters Point AZ

 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – New Media 

Meriel Simpson, Crownpoint NM 
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Kashayla Tierra Smith, Crownpoint NM
 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 
 

CREATIVE WRITING AND NEW MEDIA 

Alyssa Nakai, Sweetwater AZ 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

 
BIOLOGY 

Darlene Wilson, Crownpoint NM
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION 

Rosita Charley, Thoreau NM 
Maria Jessica A. Enriquez, Quezon City Philippines 
Jericka Lynn Lementino, Zuni NM 
1Lavina L. Pahe, Pinon AZ 

1Felicia E. Pine, Gallup NM 
Bridget Ann Thomas, Pinehill NM 
1Deidra Jolynn Wilson, Crownpoint NM

 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

Roshonda E. Shurley, Hunters Point AZ 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & NATURAL RESOURCES 

Chase Bebo, Crownpoint NM 
Kirby Morris, Saint Michaels AZ 

Phaizon Osbourne, Cleveland TN 
Tyranni Ananda Victoria Shepherd, Beclabito NM

INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING 

James D. Robins-Ndori, Crownpoint NM 

  



 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER DEGREES 
 

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Ashton Brown, Navajo NM 
 
Táchii’nii (Red Running Into the-Water) 
Tó Dích’íi’nii  (Bitter Water) 
Tsi’naajinii (Black Streaked Wood) 
Honágháahnii (One Walks Around You) 

Shannon Lynn Pino, Crownpoint NM 
 
Bitahni’(Folded Arms Clan) 
Tó'aheedlíinii  (Water Flows Together) 
Tsii’ Dootl’izh (Southern Cheyenne)  
Chishi (Chiricahua Apache) 

Jared J. Ribble, Borrego Pass NM 
 
Tó baazhni'ázhi (Two Who Came to the Water clan)   
Billagaana (Anglo) 
Kinyaa'áanii/Kiyaa'áanii (Towering House clan) 
Bilagaana (Anglo) 



 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL DEPARTMENT 

 
ADULT BASIC EDUCATION 

Rhonda Henderson, MBA             ABE/GED 

 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING, MATH AND TECHNOLOGY 

Sundaram Arumugam, Ph.D. Electrical Engineering  

Arup Dey, M.S. Industrial Engineering 

Gholam Ehteshami, Ph.D. Chemical Engineering 

Osama Fakron, Ph.D. Engineering Tech. 
Juanita Francis, M.S. Env. Engineering 
Shasha Han, M.S. Mathematics 

Abdulmtalb Hussen, Ph.D. Mathematics 

Mohamed Illafe, M.S. Mathematics 

Francis Ijeoma, Ph.D. Management Info. Syst. 

Aanor Louis, M.A. IT/New Media 

Olanreawaju, Johnson, Ph.D. Env. Engineering 

Carlos Paez-Paez, Ph.D. Mathematics   

Sumathi Ragavanantham, MCS Information Technology 

Monsuru O. Ramoni, Ph.D. Industrial Engineer 

Peter L. Romine, Ph.D. Electrical Engineering 

Ragavanantham Shamugam, Ph.D.  Adv. Manufacturing 

Frank A. Stomp, Ph.D. Information Technology 

Mark Trebian, M.S. IT/Applied Computers 

José Vanguardia, M.A. Mathematics 

Anusuya Vellingiri, M.E. Bldg. Info. Modeling 
 
 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 

Irene Anyangwe, Ph.D. Biology 

Steven Chischilly, M.S. Environmental Science 

Germaine Daye, DVM                  Animal Science/Vet Tech. 

Michelle Kahn-John, Ph.D. Nursing 

Krystal Louis, B.S. Veterinary Technology 

Palmer Masumbe Netongo, Ph.D. Biology 

Abraham Meles, Ph.D. Physics  

Nslambi Nkongolo, Ph.D. Geographic Inform. Tech. 

Rachel Pacheco, B.S.N. Nursing 

Abhishek Roychowdhury, Ph.D. Environmental Science 

Thiagarajan Soundappan, Ph.D. Chemistry 

Christopher Young, Ed.D. Nursing 

 

SCHOOL OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 

Tom C. Bebo, NCCER Construction Tech. 

Sheila Begay, A.A.S. Professional Baking 

Verna Casamero, A.A.S. Welding 

Walter Cloud, A.A.S. Culinary Arts 

Virgil T. House, A.A.S. Electrical Trades 

Melvina Jones, A.A.S. Baking 

Steven Kollas, ASE Automotive 

Darrick Lee, B.S. Energy Systems  

Christopher Storer, AWS Welding  

Brian G. Tatsukawa, CEC/CCC Culinary Arts 

Robert Witte, CEC Culinary Arts 

Collins Woody, A.A.S. CDL 
 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

Phillip Quink, B.A. Admin. Off. Specialist 

Christine Reidhead, M.S.A. Business Admin. 

 

Richard Rochester, J.D. Public Administration 

Tilda Harrison-Woody, M.S. Accounting 

 

SCHOOL OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

Julie F. Bales, M.A. English 

Brian Connolly, M.A. English 

Suneetha Perera Desilva, Ph.D. ECME 

Nancy Goodwin, M.S. Psychology 

Sidner Larson, S.J.D. Law Advocate 

Xuan Li, PhD. ECME 

Peter D. Moore, Ph.D. Arts & Humanities 

Dianna Mullet, Ph.D.           Counseling/Psychology 

Elizabeth A. Roastingear, M.F.A. English   

Alex Tallant, M.A. English 

Jennifer Wheeler, Ph.D. English/Creative Writing 
Robert Yazzie, J.D. Law Advocate 

 
 

SCHOOL OF DINÉ STUDIES 

Lupita Chicag, M.Ed. Diné Studies 

Sharon Nelson, B.A. Diné Studies 

Franklin Sage, Ph.D. Diné Studies 

Siri Tuttle, Ph.D. Diné Studies 

Esther Yazzie-Lewis, M.A.  Diné Studies

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
CHINLE INSTRUCTIONAL SITE 

Henry Fowler, D.Ed. Mathematics 

Jones Lee, B.A. Construction Tech. 

Bruce Lewis, M.S.T. Mathematics 

Franklin Maloba, M.S. Biology 

Joseph Lamperez, Ph.D. English 

Jerrison D. Jumbo CDL/Heavy Equipment 

Lola Natay, J.D. Law Advocate 

Tsosie EA Schneider, MS Information Technology 

Duwayne Thomas, M.S. IT/Applied Computers 

Cheryl Tom, Ph.D. ECME 

Terry Yazzie, M.A. ABE/GED  

 

 

KIRTLAND INSTRUCTIONAL SITE 

Lorencita Billiman, A.A.S. Culinary Arts 
Lorenzo Gurule Welding 

Harrison Lapahie, M.S. Mathematics 

 

 

TEEC NOS POS INSTRUCTIONAL SITE 

Norman Lameman, Electrical Trades 

 

 

 

www.navajotech.edu 

Navajo Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission 


